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Dear Sir: 


Please make the following amendments to the claims in order to more particularly point 


and distinctly claim the Applicants' invention. 


In the Claims 


Cancel claims 17 through 20. 

Add the following new claims 21 through 32. 


21 A (New) The process of claim 1 wherein said process further comprises: 

(A) using an emulsion stabilizing amount of said cationic surfactant in said latex for 
said polymerization of saicl monomers to prevent coagulation of resultant elastomer particles from 
said latex, 

(B) following completion of said polymerization of said monomers, adding an 
increased amount of the same or additional cationic surfactant to said latex to increase the amount 
of cationic surfactant available for ion exchange with cationic exchangeable ions contained in the 


galleries of said water-swellable clay, and thereafter, 


